
SWINDON PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

8  TH   MAY 2007  
 

Present: 

Councillors:

Hugh Evans Chairman
Peter Allen Vice-Chairman

Rob Ellis Clark Miller
Colin Green Joanna McVeagh (from 8.00 pm)
David Iliffe Glenn Simpson

Also Present:

Stephen Holley Clerk of the Council
PCSO Morag Gordon Hesters Way INA
Two members of the Public

                         

07/049 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

1. Chairman 

Councillor Hugh Evans was elected, without opposition, to serve as
Chairman until the next Annual Meeting of the Council. 

2. Vice-Chairman

Councillor Peter Allen was appointed, without opposition, to serve as Vice-
Chairman until the next Annual Meeting of the Council. 

At this point the Meeting was adjourned, to allow for the Public Session.

PUBLIC SESSION

1. Parents of Schoolchildren parking illegally

Mrs Sally Clark asked if anything could be done to prevent parents of
schoolchildren from parking on the corner of Quat Goose Lane and School
Road.

PCSO Morag Gordon explained that she had already started patrolling
around the school at the beginning and end of the school day.  A new PCSO
was expected to join her soon, which would allow more areas to be
covered.

Councillor Ellis noted that the Government was promoting schemes to
encourage parents not to drive their children to school, if at all possible.
One initiative taken up by Swindon Village Primary School was the ÔWalking
BusÕ; Councillor Ellis understood that over 60 people had signed up.
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2. Parking on Private Land

Mr Ivor Williams asked if anything could be done specifically to prevent
parents, and other drivers, from parking on private land such as the
entrance to Swindon Hall.

PCSO Gordon explained that this was a civil matter and the Police could
not get involved.  Members of the Council regretted that this was so; there
had been an occasion during Cheltenham races when a householder had
returned home to find someone had used their drive as a free parking
space.  The Police had declined to get involved.

07/050 APOLOGIES

Received from Councillor Joanna McVeagh, for late arrival

07/051 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

07/052 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10th

April 2007 be approved as a correct record.

07/053 MEMBERSÕ RESPONSIBILITIES AND REPRESENTATION ON
EXTERNAL BODIES

The Council considered its representation on external bodies and MembersÕ
duties.

RESOLVED that the CouncilÕs representation on external bodies and
list of MembersÕ duties, as shown on the attached table, be agreed.

07/054 ADMINISTRATION

1. Correspondence

1. Cheltenham Borough Council - Forward Plan, Cabinet May to August
2007
2. Department for Communities and Local Government - Renewal of
borrowing approval for £14,735 (originally issued on 3 November 2006) in
respect of the Manor Court Amenity Area Embankment Repair Project.
3. Department for Communities and Local Government - The Local
Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007.  The Clerk had asked
Cheltenham Borough CouncilÕs Solicitor if he intended to repeat his
predecessorÕs course of adapting the Model Code for the Cheltenham
Parishes.  The Borough Solicitor would also be asked to highlight the
significant changes.
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4. Gloucester Association for Voluntary & Community Action - Note of
training courses available to the voluntary and community sector (passed to
the Village Hall Committee for display)
5. Gloucestershire County Council - Copy of statistics on Swindon Village
Ward, supplied to the Parish Seminar held in March 2007.  Members noted
that the statistics appeared to have some errors, but more significantly,
applied to the Borough Ward rather than to the Parish.
6. Moore Stephens, Accountants - Audit Report for the year ended 31
March 2006 (Minute 07/061 - Finance, Item 1. Accounts to 31st March 2006
and Insurance Review refers).  Also invoice for professional services
rendered.

2. ClerkÕs Training in 2007/08

(i) Prince2 Project Management

The Council noted that the Clerk was due to attend a Prince2 Project
Management Course (expected to start Monday 11th June 2007).  NALC
had awarded £200 from the Clerks Training Bursary Fund for the 2006/07
training year.  There were no cost implications to this Council.

(ii) Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA)

From 2007 CiLCA would become the only qualification recognised in
respect of the ÒQualified ClerkÓ criterion for Quality Council status.  The
Clerks Training Bursary would fund up to 75% of training and registration
costs to a maximum of £200.  Registration costs £70 and training/mentoring
sessions organised by the County Association (GAPTC) cost £15 per
session.  GAPTC is arranging two 2-day Ôfast-trackÕ training sessions in
June and July at a cost to be advised at the Meeting (estimated at £50 for
each 2-day session).  The ClerkÕs portfolio will probably be ready for
submission soon after.  The costs are detailed below:-

Reimburse Clerk for training/mentoring session on 23rd April £15.00
Training/mentoring session 14th May 2007 £15.00
GAPTC ÔFast-trackÕ training sessions £160.00
Registration fee £70.00
TOTAL £260.00

Application to Clerks Training Bursary Fund (75% of total) £195.00

Expected cost to Swindon Parish Council (25% of total) £65.00

RESOLVED that the Council agrees to support the Clerk obtain the
CiLCA qualification by:

(a) approving the ChairmanÕs signature on an application to the
ClerkÕs Training Bursary Fund; and 

(b) funding the balance of associated costs.

3. Amendments to Meeting Dates
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(i) In view of the ClerkÕs attendance at the Prince2 Project Management
course during the week beginning 11th June 2007, it was AGREED to 
reschedule the next Meeting for Tuesday 5th June 2007.

(ii) The Council AGREED to reschedule the August Meeting for
Tuesday 7th August 2007, in order to accommodate the ClerkÕs request to
take Annual Leave from Friday 10th August to Friday 24th August, inclusive.

4. ClerkÕs Salary

The Council noted that the ClerkÕs salary was due for revision.  The Council
was still required to change the ClerkÕs salary scale to the ÔnewÕ NALC
model, based on benchmarking.  The Clerk would present a report to a
future Meeting.

07/055 REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH
COUNCILLORS

1. Report of the County Councillor

No report submitted.

2. Report(s) of the Borough Councillors

Councillor Peter Allen informed the Council that the Gloucestershire Echo
had covered the issue of cars being parked on the verge outside the former
Sanderson Motorhouse premises on the corner of Runnings Road and
Manor Road.  Following this coverage, cars had been removed from the
verge.

Councillor Allen reported that he had also been involved in discussions on
the  future development of the shops on Windyridge Road.  Planning
permission had been granted, but the approved design had generated
some safety concerns.

07/56 VILLAGE SIGN

Councillor Allen reported that he intended to arrange a Meeting of the
Village Sign Working Party in the near future.

07/057 PLANNING

1. Comments on Planning Applications circulated between
members and notified to the Borough Council by the Clerk or the
Chairman

07/00570/GDO - Land to Front of Kingsbury Interiors, Runnings Road -
11.7m telecommunications mast and equipment cabinets on corner of
Runnings Road and Kingsditch Lane (Note: Permitted Development
Notification).  DEFERRED to allow the plans to be circulated.
07/0058/FUL - Longleat, Swindon Hall - Erection of Workshop.  DEFERRED
to allow the plans to be circulated. (Note: in addition, the Clerk was
requested to obtain from the Planning Office the reasons for the earlier
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refusal of permission and any related comments from the Trees Officer and
Conservation Officer.  Also, to ask why this application had been dealt with
by a Planning Officer under delegated authority when the Parish Council
had submitted objections.  In such cases, the Borough CouncilÕs rule was
that the application be determined by the Planning Committee).

2. Decisions on Planning Applications by Cheltenham Borough
Council

07/00065/CLPUD - Homebase Ltd (Unit 1), Gallagher Retail Park,
Tewkesbury Road - The use of retail unit to be created pursuant to
permission 06/00798/FUL (unit 1) dated 11 August 2006 for unrestricted
retail sales. Certificate of Lawful Proposed Use

07/00066/CLPUD - Homebase Ltd (Unit 2), Gallagher Retail Park,
Tewkesbury Road - The use of retail unit to be created pursuant to planning
permission 06/00798/FUL (unit 2) dated 11 August 2006 for unrestricted
retail sales.  Certificate of Lawful Proposed Use

07/00068/FUL - 41 Quat Goose Lane - Two storey rear extension, front
porch and replacement garage. PERMITTED.

07/00107/ADV - Floors 2 Go (Unit Y2), Kingsditch Trading Estate -
Overhead illumination of existing fascia signs by means of cowled
directional strip-lighting (x3).  GRANTED.

07/00113/CACN - The Grange Quat Goose Lane - Beech tree in rear
garden - crown thin by 15% and remove dead wood.  NO OBJECTION

07/00221/FUL - J Sainsburys Plc Gallagher Retail Park - Proposed
installation of 2 additional trolley shelters. PERMITTED

07/00303/CACN - Longleat Swindon Hall Church Road - Spruce and pine in
rear garden - fell

07/058 TRAFFIC AND HIGHWAYS

1. Mini-roundabouts at junction of Kingsditch Lane

The approved plan was expected to be received shortly.  The transfer of
responsibility from the Borough Council to Gloucestershire Highways had
meant it had been difficult finding out who to speak to on some issues.

2. Vehicles parked on the public verge

Subsequent to his report as a Borough Councillor (Minute 07/055, Item 2 -
Report(s) of the Borough Councillors) Councillor Allen informed the Council
that the Echo coverage had referred consistently to the former Sanderson
Motorhouse premises, despite him informing them that the Renault
premises were at fault.  The Renault garage had been parking vehicles on
both sides of the verge and in the visibility splay.  It appeared that they were
regularly lifting a Council barrier in order to position their cars, and putting
the barrier back.  Councillor Allen felt that a new approach was required; he
asked PCSO Gordon to check the lawfulness of commercial premises
selling vehicles from a public verge.
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3. Possible Unauthorised Advertising Sign

(i) A sign advertising commercial properties for lease had appeared on
Boleyn Cottages.  The Clerk was requested to inform the appropriate
Officer.

(ii) A number of advertising signs for the Hylton garage had appeared
outside SainsburyÕs.  The Clerk would inform the Highways and Planning
Enforcement Officers.

(iii) Purple advertising signs had appeared on the pedestrian safety
railings outside Benson for Beds.  The Clerk would inform the Highways
and Planning Enforcement Officers.

07/059 ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk reported that not all rents due for 2006/07 had been received.  He
hoped to have better news at the next Meeting

07/060 MANOR COURT AMENITY AREA

1. Progress Report

The Clerk has requested a progress report from the Grimshaw Group.

2. Loan Request

The Clerk reminded the Council that Grimshaw Kinnear anticipated a start
date sometime on May and, in view of this, asked the Council to consider
requesting the loan from the Public Work Loans Board (The Secretary of
State had agreed to extend the loan consent for a further six months).

It was AGREED that the loan funds should only be requested once a firm
start date had been agreed.  Grimshaw Kinnear should be firmly reminded
of the CouncilÕs wish for a prompt start.

3. Japanese Knotweed

Councillor Evans reported having found four new shoots, which he had
treated with weedkiller.

07/061 FINANCE

1. Accounts to 31st March 2006 and Insurance Review

The External AuditorÕs report had been circulated for MemberÕs information.
The Auditor had recommended that the ClerkÕs Fidelity Insurance be
increased to Òat least the total of the balances held, plus one half of the
preceptÓ.  The Clerk would seek clarification as to which balances were
referred to and when they should be calculated.  Once he had received this
information the CouncilÕs insurers would be requested to advise as to the
additional premium.
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RESOLVED that the AuditorÕs Report for the Year Ended 31st March
2006 be noted.

2. Accounts Approved for Payment         £

Clerk's Salary, (April)    236.07
            Expenses   29.86               

265.93
Moore Stephens, Accountants

External Audit to 31st March 2007, 
professional services 199.75

3. Unaudited Accounts

The Council received the ClerkÕs statement of Receipts and Payments for
the year ended 31st March 2007.  He was arranging a date for the Internal
Auditor to inspect the CouncilÕs accounts.

RESOLVED that the unaudited statement of Receipts and Payments to
31 March 2007 be noted.

07/062 ANY BUSINESS ALLOWED BY THE CHAIRMAN AS URGENT

1. Borough Councillor Peter Allen explained that he was waiting for a
response from Cheltenham Borough Homes in respect of complaints that
they had left 1 Boleyn Cottages unoccupied for several years.  This was a
wasted resource.  

2. PCSO Gordon informed the Council that all new beats and areas
had been decided for the HesterÕs Way INA.  A panel of ten people was
being put together to discuss Crime and Disorder issues; two were to be
sought from Swindon Village

The Meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. and closed at 9.35 p.m.

Chairman 
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